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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, KU 

SUB J : FURTHER CABINET SPECULATION; THIRD PUBLICATION SHUT DOWN 
BYGOK 

REF: (A) KUWAIT 4143, (B) KUWAIT 4198, (C) KUWAIT 4159, 

(D) KUWAIT 4163, (E) KUWAIT 4022 

1 . PRESS SPECULATION OCL NEW CABINET HAS DECLINED IN PAST 
FEW DAYS AS RESULT OF AUGUST 31 PUBLIC ADMONITION TO SEVERAL 
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SPECULATION ONLY CREATES CONFUSION, AND "MIGHT HURT THE DIGNITY 
OF OTHERS". NEVERTHELESS, SEVERAL SEPTEMBER 4 PAPERS PREDICT 
CABINET WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN NEXT FEW DAYS. CONTRARY TO EARLIER 
PRESS SPECULATION (REF D) SEVERAL PAPERS NOW REPORT THAT OLD 
CABINET WILL BE RETURNED NEARLY UNCHANGED. PAPERS CONTINUE TO 
REPORT, HOWEVER, THAT ADDITIONAL MINISTRIES MAY BE CREATED. 

2. PRESS REPORTS ALSO INDICATE THAT GOK HAS SHUT DOWN A THIRD 
PUBLICATION UNDER THE NEWLY AMENDED PRESS LAW (REF C). MININFO 
ORDER, DATED SEPTEMBER 2, CLOSED FOR THREE MONTHS WEEKLY NEWS- 
PAPER AL HADAF, WHICH IS THE WEEKEND EDITION OF AL WATAN (DAILY 
SHUT DOWN BY GOK AUGUST 31-REF D). CLOSURE ORDER REFERRED TO 
SPECIFIC ARTICLE ENTITLED: QUOTE EACH PERSON HAS THE RIGHT TO 
EXPRESS HIS OPINION, IN WRITING OR OTHERWISE. UNQUOTE. 

3. REGARDING PUBLICATION IN KUWAITI NEWSPAPERS OF MATERIAL 
PLACED BY FOREIGN GOVERMENTS, GOK "RESPONSIBLE SOURCE'" REPORTEDLY 
DENIED (AL QABAS, SEP 3) THAT LIBYAN GOVERMENT WAS BARRED FROM 
PLACING ARTICLES, BUT SOURCE NOTED THAT GOK DECREE OF AUGUST 22 
(DESCRIBED REF E) DOES REQUIRE PRIOR APPROVAL OF GOK BEFORE ANY 
ARTICLES MAY BE PLACED IN KUWAITI PAPERS BY FOREIGN DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS. 

MAESTRONE 
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